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INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS

RESTORING THE MEMORY OF THE FORGOTTEN HEROES OF 
WORLD WAR II. THE POLES’ HELP IN SAVING  THE JEWS.

On Thursday 27th October 2016 the 
International Congress entitled "Restoring 
the memory of the forgotten heroes of 
World War II. The Poles’ help in saving  
the Jews” was held at the College of Social 
and Media Culture in Torun. 

 The College hosted many prominent speakers, 
including witnesses, who shared not only their 
knowledge, but also memories of the tragic times of 

the German occupation. Congress was co-financed 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its aim was to 
restore the good name of the Poles in the world. 
After the lectures, the Conference participants took 
part in the prayer in the Chapel and in the Eucharist, 
celebrated in the Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Star of the New Evangelization and St. Pope 
John Paul II. The Congress was accompanied by an 
exhibition entitled "Samaritans from Markowa”.
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MEMENTO

Message

HE WHO DOES 
NOT 
REMEMBER 
THE PAST, HAS 
NO FUTURE.

Love thy neighbour 
as thyself. 

He told about the 
history of the Chapel 
and what prompted 
him to build it. Rector-
Founder spoke about 
the need for answer to 
the question: To be or 
to have ?, about the 
obligation of  memory 
of God's 
commandment: Love 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

The first speaker of the 
Congress was Fr. Dr. Tadeusz 

Rydzyk C.Ss.R, founder of 
CSMC and creator of the the 

Chapel of  Remembrance in the 
Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary the Star of the New 
Evangelization and St. Pope John 

Paul II.

It does not remember in Poland and does not speak of 
all those heroes who gave their lives for each other. They 

were so courageous, really love. Love thy neighbor as 
thyself - every man. To respect every human being, 

regardless of race, religion, status, or origin.

Fr. Tadeusz Rydzyk, 
C.Ss.R. appealed for 
historical memory. He 
ended his speech with 
the words: "He who 
does not remember the 
past, has no future."

He added that in the 
twentieth century, it 
was often broken, as 

the past century was, 
after all, the time of 

totalitarianism cruel to 
humanity. 

THERE IS NO GREATER LOVE THAN WHEN ONE PERSON 
LAYS DOWN HIS LIFE FOR ANOTHER.

FR. DR.  TADEUSZ 
RYDZYK CSSR

Director and Founder of Radio Maryja, Tv Trwam 
and CSMC, creator of the Chapel of Remembrance 
and the Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin Mary the 
Star of the New Evangelization and St. Pope John 
Paul II.
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„I want to thank the entire academic community and 
authorities WSKSiM for taking this initiative”.   
President of the Republic of Poland Andrzej Duda

MIN. WOJCIECH KOLARSKI

The President of Poland Andrzej 
Duda sent a letter to the Congress 
participants. Wojciech Kolarski – 
Undersecretary of State in the 
President's Office read it out. 
Andrzej Duda wrote that restoring 
the memory of heroes gives 
Poland a modern national identity. 
The President gave gratitude to 
speakers and researchers, thanks 
to them the knowledge of those 
days remains full. He thanked the 
families of heroic Poles who at that 
time showed an incredible heroism. 
At the end  President Andrzej 
Duda wished the participants  to 
shape good image of the past and 
the Polish-Jewish relations. 

I believe that all actions taken to 
commemorate the heroic and 
tragic Polish history in the 
twentieth century and to honor 
the heroes well serve our 
country. I wish you to shape a 
true picture of the past for the 
benefit of our common Polish-
Jewish also the future.
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Minister Beata Kempa, head of the Chancellery, 
acting on behalf of the Prime Minister, Beata 
Szydło said that the most important thing is to 
preserve the memory and pass  it to next 
generations. The Minister expressed the hope 
that the Congress will have an international 
connotation and soon we will hear about other 
heroic Poles. She also said that such events as 
the Congress and the creation of the Chapel of 
Remembrance, will extend the continuity of 
Jewish and Polish Nations and build respect for 
another human being.

Beata Kempa - the head of the Chancellery,  
graduated from the Faculty of law and 
administration at the University of Wrocław, 
was a city councillor in the City Council and the 
municipality of Syców, she worked as a 
professional curator for adults. 

We need to realize how important initiatives such as the 
Chapel of Remembrance are. The Prime Minister visited 
the Chapel during the consecration and we were very 
moved and touched by what we saw there, but also a 
certain atmosphere that is already there - the 
atmosphere of continuity of identity between the two 
nations.

„The Congress is an investment for the future, and 
the game takes place about how Poland and Poles 
will be perceived in the eyes of the public”,  said Jan 
Dziedziczak, State Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs , in his speech . The Minister added 
that such debates are discovering the truth about our 
history. They also have an impact on how we are 
perceived in the world as a nation. He expressed 
hope that cooperation with the Centre of 
International Debate, which is the result of 
cooperation between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the College, will be successful and will help in 
building the good name of Poland in the world. 

Jan Dziedziczak - State Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, he served as a press assistant of the 
President of PiS  Jarosław Kaczyński, spends  free 
time in scouting. As a ZHR spokesman he co-
organized The Pope’s Days.

Min. Beata Kempa

Min. Jan Dziedziczak



 WHO SAVES ONE 
LIFE, AS IF THE WHOLE 
WORLD SAVED.

SO FAR THIS HONOR HAD MORE THAN TWENTY THOUSAND PEOPLE, 
INCLUDING NEARLY 7 THOUSAND POLES. OF COURSE, I REALIZE THAT 
NOT ALL THOSE WHO SAVED JEWS IN THOSE TERRIBLE, INHUMAN TIMES 

Mr. Michał Sobelman, the representative of the 
Israeli Embassy in Poland, began his speech 
reminding the words of the Talmud: who saves 
one life, as if the whole world saved. He pointed 
out that Israel exists thanks to the quiet heroes 
that this Congress recalls. He added that Israeli 
youth for more than 20 years, have been visiting 
Poland and have been  looking for sites related 
to their ancestors. "Now the newly formed 
Chapel of Remembrance will also attract young 
people from Israel," added Michal Sobelman. He 
drew attention to the fact that it is only after 72 
years since the end of World War II when the 
issue of help provided to the Jews by the Poles 
shall be publicized, and only now  those people 
will have the privilege of mentioning them as 
heroes. 

Michał Sobelman is a representative of 
the Israeli Embassy in Poland, translator of  
Hebrew l i terature , screenwriter of 
documentary films, the former chief editor 
of the magazine „Jewish Word”, cooperated 
with the Institute Yad Vashem.

Mr. Michał Sobelman
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DR. JAROSŁAW 
SZAREK

"The future of Poland is in the hands of 
the youth” said Dr. Jaroslaw Szarek, The 
President of the Institute of National 
Remembrance, in his lecture. He spoke of 
the role of the Institute, its tasks and the 
circumstances of the creation of this 
institution. He also referred to a difficult  
for the Poles period of the World War II. 
He said that Poland - in the intention of 
the aggressors – would cease to exist, 
because it is in Europe, it creates the Latin civilization 
and loved freedom ."The strength of the Polish spirit, 
which was based on Christianity, always bothered," said 
Dr. Jarosław Szarek. Referring to the times of 
communism, President of the INR, said that the Polish 

Church, which became an asylum of freedom, paid the 
highest price. Speaking of the years when the Institute 
was founded, he pointed out that it was a difficult time 
for the Institute. It was just then when post-communist 
option came to power. "This meant that the memory is 
no longer relevant, and in politics there is no 
responsibility” - said the President of the Institute. He 
recalled that in later years the Institute has organized 

many initiatives, issued hundreds of books, created the 
memory base. President of the Institute pointed out that 
we paid a high price for freedom and we must not 
squander this experience. He added that the future of 
Poland is in the hands of the youth. 

Dr. Jarosław Szarek - The President of the 
Institute of National Remembrance, author of 
numerous scientific articles, publications, historical 
exhibitions, scripts popularizing history. He was 
awarded with the Golden Cross of Merit for 
documenting the truth about the recent Polish 
history.

THE STRENGTH OF 
THE POLISH SPIRIT 

HAS ALWAYS 
BOTHERED.
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FR. PROF. DR. 
WALDEMAR 
CHROSTOWSKI
Fr. Prof. Waldemar Chrostowski noted on 
Polish-Jewish relations and the objectives 
of the German occupying forces in his 
lecture. He pointed out that the 
centuries-old coexistence of the Poles 
with the Jews is concealed, and it has 
lasted as long as the history of Poland, for 
1050 years. He added that there has 
never been a period in the history of 
Poland, in which our nation killed Jews. Fr. Prof. quoted 
the words of one of the most prominent figures living in 

Poland – Moses Isserles: it's better to live on dry bread, 
but in peace  in Poland, rather than remain in better 
conditions in countries more dangerous for Jews. Fr. Prof. 
Waldemar Chrostowski also stated that the aim of the 
Germans during the World War II was a violent change 
in the demographic map of Europe and changing  the 
Jewish memory of Poland. He added that this can be 
called a victory of Hitler afterlife, influencing Polish-
Jewish relations  up to these days. The speaker stated 

that reliable and smart historical policy is an imperative 
and its ceasing-the sin of omission.

Fr. Prof. Waldemar Chrostowski - 
Prof. Dr. of theology, biblical scholar, 
Consultor of the Episcopal Council of 
Poland for Religious dialogue, Chairman 
of the Association of Polish Scholars, 
involved in Catholic-Jewish dialogue.

IT'S BETTER TO LIVE 
ON DRY BREAD, BUT 

IN PEACE IN 
POLAND.
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Fr. Prof. Paweł Rytel-Andrianik and Artur Rytel-Andrianik-
brothers engaged in holding and waking-up  memory of 
Poles helping Jews during World War II-presented the 
process of gathering information and methods of 
research on the list of people placed in the Chapel of 
Remembrance. Fr. Prof. Paweł Rytel-Andrianik, a 
spokesman of the Polish Episcopal Conference, said that 
since the founding of the Chapel , the research on the 
Holocaust has no longer been the same, because  it 
cannot be passed by unconcernedly. With the collected 
materials it was possible to document new facts, said 
Artur Rytel-Andrianik. Rytel-Andrianik brothers called on 
Polish authorities for the creation of a special medal for 
those who rescued Jews. They also asked the academic 
community of the College to use its communication 
media to share the stories of these people with a wider 
audience. The message will ensure that those who were 
murdered, will remain immortal.

Fr. Prof. Paweł Rytel-Andrianik - priest of the 
Diocese of Drohiczyn, PhD, journalist, linguist, theologian 
and professor at the papal university in Rome, lecturer 
CSMC in Torun, since 2015 the spokesman of the Polish 
Episcopal Conference.

Artur Rytel-Andrianik - President of the 
Foundation "Righteous for the World" in Marki, 
coordinates a research project related to the Chapel of 
Remembrance at the Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Star of the New Evangelization and St. Pope John 
Paul II. 

There was no place in Poland, where they would be 
commemorated those who died for the help of the 
Jewish population. Chapel of Remembrance fills this 
gap. This is a place for families very symbolic, and 
symbolic for all Poles.

Dr. Mateusz Szpytma drew attention to the social 
sentiment of pre-war Poland. He pointed out that 
although they were not always the best, there had never 
been  such situations as had  taken place in Germany. By 
presenting the Ulma family , the speaker pointed to the 
great passion of life of the inhabitants of the Carpathian 
village – recalled that Joseph Ulma was a photographer 
involved in the cooperatives, was silkworms and bees 
breeder. Dr. Szpytma added that not only the 
circumstances of the death of the Ulma family should be 
investigated, but also their story should be spread around 
the world. "It is a debt of gratitude to these people," he 
ended his lecture.

Dr. Mateusz Szpytma is a graduate of history and 
political science at the Jagiellonian University. In 
2015-2016, he was the Director of the Museum of Poles 
saving Jews during World War II named after the Ulma 
family in Markowa. He was awarded with the Bronze 
Cross of Merit and the Silver Cross of Merit. He is 
Deputy President of the Institute of National 
Remembrance 

Fr. Prof. Paweł Rytel Andrianik 
Mr. Artur Rytel - Andrianik

Dr. Mateusz Szpytma



Dr. Adam Sandauer drew attention to the many 
years of neglecting  the memory of Polish history up 
to the postwar period. He said that today we have 
to make up for mistakes of this policy. He welcomed 
the fact that the  Congress on saving Jews was 
scheduled  in the College of Social and Media 
Culture in Torun. During his speech he talked about 
the history of their parents, who were taken to the 
ghetto. He said they received help from the Poles, 
which "lasted for months." He added that to save 
one Jewish family the cooperation of dozens of 
people was needed, while, one smuggler was enough 
to kill a Jew. Dr. Adam Sandauer stressed that Polish 
society rescued Jews and it is necessary to spread 
the example of those people who doing good, think 
about it, to never repeat the crime of the 
Holocaust.

Dr.  Adam Sandauer - doctor of physics, son of 
the writer Artur Sandauer, now Honorary Chairman 
of the Association of Patients "Primum Non 
Nocere", an organization that provides legal aid to 
the victims of medical errors. 

„We are here to 
bear witness”.

Starting his speech professor referred to the words of  
Dr. Tadeusz Rydzyk C.Ss.R: "You have to speak with 
examples." One example was the support that 
Wołosiański family gave to the Jews in Drohobycz. The 
speaker explained that the situation was difficult, because 
the Jews did not form a community, they were  not in 
solidarity, and the occupiers sought to increase divisions. 
The speaker portrayed  prevailing reality of that time. He 
said that people were struggling for daily survival. He 
added that the Wołosiański family - despite the harsh 
existential conditions – were hiding Jews in their home 
for two years. This allowed 39 people survive. Prof. 
Grzegorz Berendt also stressed that the Underground 
State formed a system that helped many Jews.  50 
thousand people survived outside ghettoes. He added 
that at  least 200 Jews survived in Drohobycz.

Prof. Dr. Grzegorz Berendt has investigated 
the history of  Jews for more than 30 years. Thanks 
to being invited by Janusz Kurtyka, former President 
of the Institute of National Remembrance, deals 
with the subject of the Jews as the Institute 
employee, he deals with Polish-Jewish relations. 

Dr. Adam Sandauer

Prof. dr. Grzegorz Berendt
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MRS. CHAVA NISSIMOV 

W i t n e s s e s o f t h e 
persecution of  Jews by the 
German occupier came to 
the Congress. They told 
about their experiences. 
Their testimonies were 
very moving.

Mrs. Chava Nissimov from Israel, 
who as a child was saved by a 
Polish family of Walczak was the 

special guest of the Congress. Thanking  the 
family she said: "I do not know  if I could 
have been  like them, if I had been in their 
place". She claimed that she feels internally 
torn between her nation and Poland, 
between her biological mother and her 
parents, who protected and treated her with 
love as their own child. 

CHAVA NISSIMOV IS NOW 77 YEARS. AT 
THE AGE OF 68 SHE RELEASED HER 
FIRST BOOK “A GIRL FROM THERE” - 
WITH MEMORIES FROM POLAND. SHE 
H A S A L R E A D Y P U B L I S H E D F I V E 
PUBLICATIONS. CURRENTLY SHE IS 
WORKING ON “ FLORIAN’S SECRET”.

THESE ARE GREAT HEROES. TWICE 
THE GERMANS CAME TO LOOK, 

BECAUSE THEY HAVE HEARD THAT 
THERE IS A JEW. WE FLED TO 

ANOTHER VILLAGE. THEN THEY HID 
ME IN THE CELLAR. I SAVED THANKS 

TO HIM.
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Mrs. Chava Nissimov had 
held several meetings with 
the students of the College 
before the Congress.



During the part with testimonies ,a 
film about Mrs. Elżbieta Kozak, 
whose mother and brothers were 
murdered for helping Jews was 
shown. 90-year-old Mrs. Jadwiga 
Pucyk spoke as well. She shared 
drama of her l i fe with the 
participants. Her mother was shot 
for helping Jews. Jadwiga was then 
14 years old. Jadwiga Pucyk thanked 
all those who organized the 
Congress commemorating the 
heroic Poles, including her mother. 
Mrs. Jadwiga’s mother’s name  was 
inscribed on the list of people in 
the Chapel of Remembrance. 

„I came to my Mom”.

Fr. Grzegorz Pawlowski (Jacob Ginter 
Herdz) from Israel recalled how once a 
Jewish boy asked him if he wanted to live. "If 
so, you need to have Catholic baptismal 
certificate" - he said.  With this certificate Fr. 
Grzegorz Pawlowski survived. Summing up 
his testimony he said: "I am a Jew and a Pole, 
marked with Jewish character, but a Pole”. 
Fr.Grzegorz Pawlowski’s testimony was 
recorded as part of the work of the team 
working on the project of the Chapel of 
Remembrance. The material was presented 
during the Congress.

Fr. Grzegorz Pawlowski is a Catholic priest, 
living and working in Israel. Jew from origin, survived 
during the war with the help of Polish families.

Mrs. Jadwiga Pucyk

Fr. Grzegorz Pawłowski 



 

„Coming here, I drove to my mother. I 
am so grateful to all that helped, that I 

still could arrive. There, my mother 
would be, I mentioned to her so many 
times. (…)  I can see her name, it's like 

I'm talking to my Mom”.



 SAMARITANS FROM 
MARKOWA
- EXHIBITION

The Congress was accompanied by an exhibition dedicated to the 
Ulma family murdered by the Germans. The projection prepared by our 

College is titled "Samaritans from Markowa" and it can be seen until 
the end of November.
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The Chapel of Remembrance is located in the lower part of the Sanctuary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of the New Evangelization and St. Pope John Paul II 

in Torun. The names of Poles killed for saving Jews during World War II  are 
commemorated there. Soon there will also be the names of Poles helping Jews. 

Over the last three years, Fr. Prof. Paweł Rytel-Andrianik and Artur Rytel-
Andrianik - brothers, who are engaged in the project, have documented 40 

thousand  people who saved Jews. New applications are still coming in. They are 
very often completely forgotten or unknown people. 

The Chapel of 
Remembrance



 

KAPLICA PAMIĘCI POLSKICH 
MĘCZENNIKÓW

In the Chapel of Remembrance for the first time today sounded Yiddish. 
Representatives of the nations: Polish and Jewish prayed together Psalm 

126.
The event ended with a solemn Mass. the intention of the murdered Poles 
helping Jews and for all the victims of the German and Russian occupation 

during World War II. The faithful prayed in the Sanctuary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary the Star of the New Evangelization and St. Pope John Paul II. 
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