
 

 

 

 

 

Catholics and the Environment.

There is no culture 
without Christ

New water law 
will be created

Geothermal 
Project Torun

Psalm 63

9th International Congress “Catholics and 
the Environment - Water as the Common 
Good” in the Collage of Social and Media 
Culture in Toruń took place on 17 – 18 
November 2016. The event was organised  
in cooperation with the Pontifical Council 
for Culture, Foundation Science and Faith – 
STOQ and the Ministry of the Environment 
of the Republic of Poland. The congress was 
under the patronage of H.E. Cardinal Zenon 
Grocho le wsk i , who ce le brated the 
ceremonial opening Holy Mass in the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady, Star of the New 
Evangelization and St. Pope John Paul II. 
During the congress there was a possibility 
to see the exhibitions devoted to Toruń’s 
geothermics and premiere of students’ 
movie “Zerwany kłos”. Conference was 
broadcasted by student television Timla, 
SIM Radio, TV Twam and Radio Maryja.
The congress was opened by H.E. Rector – Founder 
of the CSMC in Toruń, Rev. Dr. Tadeusz Rydzyk 
CSsR, who also thanked for the confidence that 
Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski gifted the College 
with. – H.E. didn’t know us very well, but he trusted us -  
Rev. Dr. Tadeusz Rydzyk said. He also thanked 
Minister of Environment prof. Jan Szyszko. He 
wished appropriate conclusions after the congress. 
He emphasized that the event gathered the masters 
from all over the world. Director of Radio maryja 
added, that it could happen due to God’s 
providence. – Remember, there is no culture without 
Christ, no cultivating yourself without Him – Founder of 
the CSMC finished his speech.

Water is a basic element of life. There is no life without it.- he said. Pointing to the importance of the baptismal 
water, he encouraged prayers for fruitful draw from its source. - Let us pray that we have fully and fruitfully draw 
from the source of this water, which "springs up to eternal life" - Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski appealed. 
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Left - wings circles usurp the 
definition of sustainable 
development and create 
harmful ideologies - prof. 
Jan Szyszko.

Toruń geothermal is an 
example of the first 
Polish heating plant, 
which will be coming 
out in three different 
heating systems. Dr. 
inż. Piotr Długosz. O God, you are my God; earnestly I 

seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my 
flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water.
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On the principle 
of subsidiarity
Environmental problems 
should be solved at the most 
local level of the society- 
prof. Pablo Martinez de 
Anguita d’Huart.

Water is marked by 
the mystery of God

All descriptions showing God 
creating water tell us about 
the mysterious dimension of 
water - ks. prof. dr Henryk 
Witczyk.

SPECIAL EDITION
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Minister of Environment Jan Szyszko said that water is the key to 
sustainable development. - H2O is a simple compound, which in 
reaction with others, creates life on the earth – professor said. He 
emphasized that water resource in the world is getting worse, 
what yields soil degradation and migrations to Europe. Minister 
thanked to representatives of the College and Vatican for the 
joint organization of congress and taking up the issue of water.

H.E. Cardinal Gianfranco 
Ravasi, President of 
Pontifical Council for 
Culture, in video speech, 
paid attention to the 
numerous aspects of 
conversat ion a bout 
water. He said, that it’s 
an essential part of 
h u m a n l i f e , a l s o 
spiritually. - We live due 
to water, also in spiritual 
terms. Indeed, baptism is 
not only the sign of 
purificationeart, what all 
religions admit, but it’s 
also a sign of a new life – 
he said. 

He also noticed that 
ecology and nature are 
connected with the 
human activity. In this 
context, he discussed 
war problem. – Even if it 
c o m e s t o c o n fl i c t s 
between nations, it is 
fairly said, that in the 
past they used to be 
about oil, but now they 
will be about water – 
Cardinal Ravasi noticed. 
He also added that 
nowadays the matter of 
water is unsung.

Prime Minister Beata Szydło, in the 
letter sent to participants of the 
congress, wrote that discussion about 
this issue is the sign of care for the 
indiviudal’s and humanity good. – Water 
is a symbol and base of life. It allows the 
growth and development. It has to be 
remembered that this development must 
be sustainable – Prime Minister 
emphasized. She added, that we have to 
take care of water saving in our country 
and remember about economic 
development in Poland. – Our country is 
not abundant in water, thuswe need smart, 
far – sighted and serving to Poles disposal 
of this treasure – she added. Marshal of 
the Polish Sejm Marek Kuchciński 
wrote, that this is an extremely 
important event, which will make the 
ecological awareness bigger. – Only the 
sense of responsibility in all of us can stop 

a degradation of our planet – he wrote. 
He pointed out the importance of 
water and necessity of discussion about 
this issue worldwide.   
Congratulation letters were sent also 
by: vice  prime minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki – minister of development 
and finance, Jarosław Gowin – minister 
of science and higher education, 
Konstanty Radziwiłł – minister of health,  
Piotr Całbecki – marshal of kuyavian – 
Pomerania voivodeship, prelates:  bishop 
Artur G. Miziński – General Secretaty 
of KEP, bishop Jerzy Mazur – Bishop of 
Ełk Diocese, bishop Jan Piotrowski – 
Bishop of Kielce Diocese, bishop Piotr 
Libera – former General Secretary of 
KEP, bishop Wiesław Mering – Bishop of 
Włocławek Diocese.

H2O creates life on the earth

We live due to water, 
also in spiritual terms



 

Catholics 
and the Environment
– Water is a basic element of life. There is no life without it - Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski said. Pointing to 
the importance of the baptismal water, he encouraged prayers for fruitful draw from its source. 

H . E . C a r d i n a l Z e n o n 
Grocholewski, former Prefect 
of the Congregat ion for 
Catholic Education, during his 
homily at the mass celebrated 
in the Sanctuary of Our Lady, 
Star of the New Evangelization 
and St. Pope John Paul II 
emphasized the importance of 
water. - Water is a basic element 
of life. There is no life without it - 
he said. Point ing to the 
importance of the baptismal 
water, he encouraged prayers 
for fruitful draw from its 
source. - Let us pray that we 
have fully and fruitfully draw from 
the source of this water, which 
"springs up to eternal life" - 
Father appealed. Cardinal. 
Zenon Grocholewski. Pointing 
out the value of the baptismal 
water, he encouraged to pray 

for fruitful deriving from its 
source. – Let’s pray for us to be 
able completely and fruitfully 
derive from the source of the 
water, which sprays unto eternal 
life – Cardinal appealed.  He 
also pointed out that the 
source of living water is Christ. 
In this context he cited the 
words of a retired Pope 
Benedict XVI: "From Him 
(Christ) the great river begins, 
which through the baptism brings 
fruit and renew the world." 
Cardinal encouraged also to 
become the source of “clean 
water”, as Jesus and saints did.

 

So that we may be the 
source of clean water
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H.E. Card ina l Zenon Grochole wski 
congratulated organisers engaging such a 
topic of the congress and courage in 
overcoming obstacles.  “CSMC knows how to 
face the challenges of present world. It all was 
born from the wealth of hearts of people who 
are here. And these people are necessary for 
this world, because due to them there would be 
less problems” – Cardinal said.

CSMC knows how to face the 
challenges of present world



 

 

Church engaged in solving the 
issue of water

F o r m e r P r e f e c t o f t h e 
Congregation for Catholic 
Education, in 2009 he received 
the Commander's Cross with 
Star of the Order of Polonia 
Restituta, doctor honoris causa 
e.g. in The John Paul II Catholic 
Univers ity of Lubl in and 
C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y i n 
Ruzomberok. He is an author 
o f n u m e ro u s b o o ks a n d 
articles.

Director and Founder of 
Radio Maryja, Tv Trwam and 
CSMC, creator of the Chapel 
of Remembrance and the 
Sanctuary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary the Star of the 
New Evangelization and St. 
Pope John Paul II.

A cardinal of the Catholic 
Church. He currently serves 
in the Roman Curia as 
President of the Pontifical 
Council for Culture He was 
also named President of the 
Pontifical Commission for 
the Cultural Heritage of the 
Church and of the Pontifical 
Commission for Sacred 
Archeology. 

 

 

 

H.E. Cardinal 
Zenon 
Grocholewski

Fr. dr. Tadeusz 
Rydzyk CSsR

H.E. Cardinal 
Gianfranco Ravasi

Silvia Zimmerman del Castillo in a lecture ( "Climate change and its 
infulence on society") drew attention to the processes that throughout 
history caused decline of civilizations. She noted that human had the 
impact on this. She mentioned excessive exploiting and underestimating 
of nature. She called for respect for the environment. The speaker said 
that in South America for 20 years, scientists have been warning against 
the increase in weather phenomena, so-called sudestada, which means 
flow of damp air from the Atlantic. This process has increased the global 
warming. Silvia Zimmerman del Castillo pointed out that today we have 
knowledge about the climate dangers. She added that in the encyclical 
"Laudato Si" Pope Francis indicates in which direction should humanity 
do.  The speaker stressed the need to protect souls. Without it, even 
perfect knowledge and technology will prove to be useless. - Nothing will 
prevent us, as long as spiritual crisis lasts, which joined the materialistic 
civilization, which treats science as faith - Silvia Zimmerman del Castill said.

Dr. Tebaldo Vinciguerra, in his speech 
on the theme: "The Church’s 
commitment to the water issue", 
noted that water is a common good, 
which is the foundation of human 
life. He referred to the various forms 
of its wasting and market-based 
approaches to water. He spoke 
about the contribution of the 
Catholic Church, which tried to deal 
with these problems. - Faith and the 
Church's teaching is to lead to practical 
consequences, which may have an 
inf luence on the real i ty - Dr. 
Vinciguerra said. He reminded that 
many of the countries covered by 
the poverty receive help from 
Catholic organizations, e.g. Caritas. 
He also pointed out educational 
activities taken by the Church. - 
These are the organizations that know 
the population, the situation of these 
nations and try to answer their 
problems, adapting to their culture, not 
destroying it – speaker added. He 
added that the topic of water was 
taken in encyclicals, e.g. in "Laudato 
Si", where an ethical approach to this 
issue is presented. - We have received 
from the mission from the Creator to 
protect water with care and use it in 
moderation, gratitude and equally. It is a 
matter of justice and peace - these 
words ended his speech.
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Nothing will prevent us long 
as the spiritual crisis lasts

Faith and the Church's teaching is to lead to practical consequences, which may 
have an influence on the reality.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_the_Cultural_Heritage_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_the_Cultural_Heritage_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_the_Cultural_Heritage_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_the_Cultural_Heritage_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Commission_for_Sacred_Archeology
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Minister of Environment, 
p r o f e s o r o f s t l v a n 
sciences, politician, 1997 – 
1 9 9 9 M i n i s t e r o f 
Environment in cabinet of 
Jerzy Buzek, 2005 – 2007 
Minister of Environment 
in cabinet of Antoni 
Macierewicz and Jarosław 
Kaczyński. One of the 
founders and president of 
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 
Sustainable Development 
of Poland. 

Undersecretary of State in 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
Environment of Poland, in 
his economical activity he 
used innovative solutions 
e.g.  first in Poland gum 
closure on weirs and 
aluminium lock gate. 1998 
– 2000 he was and advisor 
o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
Environment, 2005 – 2007 
he organised creating of 
N a t i o n a l W a t e r 
Management.

 

 

Prof. dr. hab. 
Jan Szyszko

Mariusz Gajda

We need to 
understand what laws 
govern the water
Mariusz Gajda, Undersecretary 
of State in the Ministry of 
Env i ronment o f Po land , 
pointed out the changing 
climatic conditions in the 
context of water. - To adapt 
well to climate change, we must 
understand what laws govern the 
water - Deputy Minister said. 
Speaking of water circulation 
in nature, he mentioned two 
f o r c e s a c t i n g o n t h e 
environment: solar energy and 
gravity. - The cooling or warming 
affects the storage of water in 
l i q u i d , s o l i d a n d g a s - 
Undersecretary of State said. 
Deputy for the water issues 
added that we should avoid 

irresponsible use of water 
resources and managing by 
only economic profit. - To 
e n s u r e t h e s u s t a i n a b l e 
development it is necessary to 
conduc t appropr ia te and 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y w a t e r 
management and forestry - the 
Min i s ter Mar iusz Ga jda 
summed up.
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New water law will be 
created
Make the earth subjected to you. A man is the subject of 
sustainable development.

Prof. Jan Szyszko at the beginning of 
his lecture ("Water, the key to 
sustainable development") explained 
what is sustainable development. - 
Sustainable development is nothing 
less than the economic growth 
associated with rational use of natural 
resources and respect for human 
rights - Minister of the Environment 
said. He noted that left - wings 
circles usurp the definition of 
sustainable development and create 
harmful ideologies. - They begin to 
say that human right is euthanasia, 
abortion, the law is not to have 
children - prof. Jan Szyszko said. 
Minister of the Environment 
announced that the emergence of a 
new water law, which is to protect 
the ecological interest of the state 
in the field of water. In conclusion 
he emphasized that man is the 
subject of sustainable development 
and should follow the concept: 
"Make the earth subjected to you”.
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Geothermal  
Project  
Torun 
GT-1 bore in Torun is 
the most efficient 
geothermal in Europe

Dr. Eng. Piotr Dlugosz at 
the beginning of his speech ( 
"Water as a clean energy 
carrier - opportunities for 
the development of the 
local community – based on 
the example of Toruń 
g e o t h e r m a l " ) d r e w 
attention to the properties 
of water as the most 
widespread liquid in the 
world. The advantage of 
geothermal os the fact that 
it is local,  own, renewable 
and always available source 
of energy. - It is available 24 
hours a day and seven days a 
week, regardless of whether 
the wind blows or the sun 
shines - Speaker said. He 
noted that GT-1 bore in 
Torun is the most efficient 
geothermal in Europe. - 
These holes were made in a 
unique technology, because 
for the first time in Poland it 
have been used here - instead 
of steel pipes - pipes with 
fiberglass GRE. Specially 
imported from the United 
States in order to prevent 
corrosion - Dr Eng. Piotr 
Dlugosz said. He also stated 
that Toruń geothermal is an 
example of the first Polish 
heating plant, which will be 
c o m i n g o u t i n t h r e e 

different heating systems. 
A t t h e e n d s p e a k e r 
e m p h a s i z e d t h a t 
e c o n o m i c a l l y t h e 
geothermal energy in Torun 
is cheaper than coal,  and 
it’s twice cheaper than the 
new project which would 
rely on building the gas 
turbines. 

 

Dr. Eng. Piotr Długosz

Graduated from  AGH i  UNU 
in Reikiavik (Island). Founder 
a n d fi r s t p r e s i d e n t o f 
Geothermal Council of Podhale 
in 1994 – 2004, konsultant 
working for the World Bank 
and UNDP in Georgia, Armenia 
and Russia  since 2004, owner 
of the company designing 
geothermal objects in Poland: 
Mszczonów, Gostynin, Białka 
Tatrzańska, Oravice – Slovakia, 
Toruń. Founder of project: 
„Geothermal of Podhale”. 
Member of Supervisory Board 
of Geothermal in Toruń.



 

 

Rational use of the environment 
is the right and duty

Argentinian writer and 
philosophy alumnus of the 
Department of Philosophy 
and Humanistic Sciences at 
University in Buenos Aires. 
1973 – 76 she studied in Paris. 
In 2010 she received the title 
of Peace Ambassador.

P re s i d e n t o f t h e I t a l i a n 
Committee on the World Water 
Fund Contract. He was one of 
the initators for referendum 
about water in Italy (2011). He 
received 27 mln votes and he 
contributed to developing  of 
l a w m o t i o n s re f e r ri n g t o 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d w a t e r 
economy as a common good and 
human right.  

Graduated from the Instutite of 
Political Sciences in Bordeaux 
(France). 2008 – 2009 as the 
representative of Italian Military 
Center he studied international 
reactions in the matter of natural 
disasters. Since 2011 he is the 
member of Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace Iustitia et Pax 
where he is responsible for 
ecology and development.

 

 

 

Silvia 
Zimmermann del 
Castillo

Dr. Rosario 
Lembo

Dr. Tebaldo 
Vinciguerra

- Access to drinking water is the greatest challenge facing the international 
community in the near future - with these words Rosario Lembo, 
president of the Italian Committee on the World Water Fund 
Contract began the lecture. He added that the life of our planet will 
depend on  this. - Modern man consumes two times more water than in 
the Middle Ages, on the other hand - its availability today is becoming more 
and more limited - Rosario Lembo said. He pointed out that in the near 
future, we will face mass migrations caused by the lack of access to 
drinking water. He noted that the water is treated today as an 
economic resource. - The fact that the amount of water is getting lesser 
contributes to the treatment of the resource. Also, the World Bank, forcing 
the fees for water, makes it a resource – the Speaker said. Rosario Lembo 
noted that the water today is becoming an economic asset, and yet - 
as noted - it is the common good. Rosario Lembo also stated that 
access to water is a natural right of every human being.

- Both forests and water are a 
common good – Dr Konrad 
Tomaszewski, Director General 
of the National Forests began his 
speech with these words 
("Bioretention in forests"). He 
noted that water is the most 
important part of the forest 
ecosystem. - The quantity and 
qua l i t y o f water resources 
determines the development of the 
health and existence of forests - 
the Speaker explained. He added 
that the forests decide about the 
water cycle, mitigate the effects 
of floods, droughts. - Forest 
through its bioretention ability 
naturally regulates relations of 
water in forest catchment – he 
said. He noted that wise forest 
management should be a priority 
for the economy. - Rational use of 
the environment is a right and a 
duty, and should be based on the 
principle of sustainable economic 
and social development – the 
Speaker said.
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The water is not an economical good, 
but the common good

The forests decide about the water cycle, mitigate 
the effects of floods, droughts.
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President of Toruń Michał Zaleski noticed that 
CSMC has been founded in a specific place. – Vistula 
is a queen of polish rivers and here next to Vistula Dam, 
this prestigious college has been founded – president 
said. He added that congress perfectly refers to the 
year of Vistula river (2017), which has been set  by 
polish parliament. Michał Zaleski hoped that 
proceedings will asnwer the questions about lack of 
water in kuyavian district. 

The lecture summarizing the 
first day of the Congress was 
delivered by Dr Aleksandr 
Ge l f an f rom Hydro log y 
Inst itute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences ( "World 
Water crisis"). Based on the 
encyclical of Pope Francis 
"Laudato Si" he stressed that 
the issue of environmental 
protect ion concerns a l l 
people. - I do not come from a 
Catholic country, thus I would like 
to thank to father Zdzisław 
Klafka for the invitation to the 
conference an such a high level - 
he said to the organizers. The 
speaker pointed out the 

causes of the water 
c r i s i s , a n d a l s o 
suggested solutions 
mitigation. He pointed 
t o t h e n e e d f o r 
recovery of water 
resources. - Purified 

water become resistant to 
drought. Recycling gives us a 
c h a n c e t o i n c r e a s e t h e 
availability of water where it is 
restricted. Reuse water supply 
will increase – the lecturer said. 
Concluding, Dr. Aleksandr 
Gelfan stressed once again 
that the finite water resources 
in some regions of the world 
is inevitable. Climate change 
forces creating an access to 
water and the environment 
protection.

Next to Vistula Dam, 
this prestigious college 
has been founded

Thank you for the 
invitation to the conference 
on such a high level
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Director General of the 
National Forests , he 
started his Carter in the 
Research Institute of 
Forestry. He worked as an 
advisor in the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection 
of Natural Sources and 
F o r e s t r y . T h e n , h e 
became a main specialist 
for State control in the 
Supreme Chamber of 
Control. 

Dr. Sci. in Phys. & Math, 
Deputy Director, Water 
Problems Institute of 
R u s s i a n A c a d e m y o f 
Sciences, graduated from 
Moscow State University, 
Vise-Chairman of the 
National Academician 
C o u n c i l o n W a t e r 
Resources.  He is also a 
member of the American 
Geophysical Union.

 

 

Dr. Konrad 
Tomaszewski

Dr. Aleksandr 
Gelfan

The state should support 
the society on the 
principle of subsidiarity

- The principle of subsidiarity 
means that environmental 
problems should be solved at 
the most local level of the 
society - prof. Pablo Martinez 
d e A n g u i t a d ' H u a r t , a 
professor of forestry said. 
Guest from the University 
Rey Juan Carlos in Madrid 
began a morning panel on the 
second day of the Congress. 
The professor gave a lecture 
about the management of 
water under the principle of 
subsidiarity. As an example, he 
cited the solution, which was 
introduced in Spain. - In my 
country, we have developed 
some so lu t ions . We have 
established three levels. Central 

Madrid, regional and local. 
Access to land, as water is a 
basic human right. We don’t 
impor t anything from the 
outside, but we support local 
bussiness - said prof. Pablo 
Martinez de Anguita d'Huart. 
He also noted the need for 
e d u c a t i o n o f l o c a l 
communities to respect the 
water. - Real science is what 
comes from the heart, how to 
love the world, other people, 
because in this way we convince 
people to care about their land 
and feel responsible for it - 
professor added.

Newsletter 2(3) 2016 special edition

Water management must 
have a subordinate role
Mateusz Balcerowicz said about the purpouses of a new law.

Mateusz Balcerowicz, Director of the 
Department of Water Resources at the 
Ministry of Environment of Poland said 
about the purpouses of a new law in 
the lecture "The limitation in the use of 
water. Financial instruments as a tool 
for water resources management". He 
drew attention to the problem of the 
growth of demand over supply of water. 
He noted that in the long term there 
may be a decline in water quality. An 
additional problem is a change of 
climate, which have an infulence on 
water resources. The speaker noticed 
that there are periods of drought or 
flooding in our countries. He also 
pointed to the problem of the price of 
water and determine who should be 
the owner. He said that these problems 
will be addressed by the new law on 
water. Mateusz Balcerowicz added that 
his obaim is to improve the security of 
citizens from water scarcity. To make it 
happen - he explained the lecturer - the 
law should contain the principle of 
sustainable development. - Water 
management must have a subordinate role 
for all water users, we are here for the 
existence of this water - the speaker 
noted.



 

 

Water in the world: the gift of 
demanding respect and protection 

Director of the Department of 
Water Resources, Ministry of 
Environment of Poland, a 
member of the Scientif ic 
Council of the Institute of 
M e t e o ro l o g y a n d Wa t e r 
Management, a member of the 
Committee for Water Sciences, 
g ra d u a t e d f ro m Wa rs a w 
University of International 
Relations.

Robert Kęsy - Deputy President 
o f t h e N a t i o n a l W a t e r 
Management, associated with 
water management since March 
2000. In 2007-2012 he was 
responsible for the Department 
of Planning and Water Resources 
in the National Board of Water 
Management

Professor of forestry from 
University  Rey Juan Carlos, 
Departament of Enviromental 
Te c h n o l o g y . I n 1 9 9 5 h e   
graduated from Departament 
of Management of Human 
Recources at Polytechnic of 
Madrid, where he received 
Ph.D. from forestry was a 
re s e a rc h e r a n d v i s i t i n g 
professor at Oxford University 
School of Geography.

 

 

 

Mateusz 
Balcerowicz

Robert Kęsy

prof. Pablo Martinez 
de Anguita d’Huart

Robert Kęsy,  Deputy President of the National Water 
Management, raised the problem of floods and natural disasters. 
He said that it is not possible to stop uncontrolled hemorrhage. – 
We can try to prepare for it (flood – editor). We can estimate the 
probability of the phenomenon, while the total prevention is impossible 
- the speaker said. He stressed, however, that through the 
technical operations, education and planning, we are able to learn 
to associate with the phenomenon. – Proper management of water 
resources and flood control infrastructure can protect us from 
unnecessary losses - Robert  Kęsy said.

- Future wars will not be the wars on 
Ear th , bu t wate r - sa id Fr. 
Monsignor Tomasz Trafny in his 
speech, "Water - the gift and 
commitment". The speaker pointed 
out that a man from the beginning 
of history needs ecological culture. 
- Reflections on the relationship 
between water and a sensitivity to its 
presence dates back to the Code of 
Hammurabi, which regulated the 
relationship between man and the 
element of water; or to Athens 
Decree Ecological recorded yet on the 
block of stone – he said. Therefore, 
it is important encyclical, in which 
the dialogue is taken from 
problems related to water and its 
pollution - said Father. - Pope 
devotes attention to this issue, to spur 
us on to greater responsibilities for 
water. It encourages us and urges us 
took care of the common house - 
said the speaker. He added that 
the problem of water is part of 
the education and culture. - First of 
all shape the sensitivity of educational 
formation to create ecological and - 
through philosophy, theology of 
nature - to engage in dialogue 
discussions with the natural sciences 
– he ended. 
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An adequate water resources 
management is necessary

Future wars will not be the wars on Earth, but water.
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Rev. Tomasz 
Trafny

Rev. prof. dr. 
hab. Henryk 
Witczyk

Thank you for your participation in Congress.  
We invite you for an international 

conference of RODM   
 „Big Poles in culture",  

 9 December 2016.

9th In ternat iona l Congress 
"Catholics and ecology - Water as 
a common good"  was closed by 
the Rector of the University - o. 
Dr. Zdzislaw Klafka CSsR. He said 
that the word "water" means what 
we really are. That's why - said the 
Rector of the University - we 
should take care of the water in a 
special way. - We appreciate the 
water when it runs out. Therefore, 
we should raise and educate to 
respect the water, as pope Francis 
about in his encyclical "Laudato Si" 
- Dr Zdzislaw Klafka noticed. He 
also recalled the words of St. John 

Paul II: "Distribution of water falls 
within the scope of public duties. The 
right to water is based on human 
dignity, and not on economic 
estimates. Therefore, the right to it is a 
human right - the universal and 
unden i ab l e ” . Rec tor o f the 
University added that the Congress 
happend for that in the future to 
spend more time on education 
about ecology integral. Father 
Zdzislaw Klafka CSsR thanked to 
a l l o f t h e o r g a n i z e r s a n d 
participants of the Congress.

Newsletter 2(3) 2016 special edition

Water is marked by the 
mystery of God
All descriptions showing God creating water tell us about the mysterious 
dimension of water.
Father prof. Henry Witczyk during the 
lecture "Water: a gift from God. The 
prospect of Bible" talked about people's 
thinking about the ancient elements and 
tendencies to their deification of the 
elements, including water. The speaker 
referred to the Israelites and said that the 
key moment in which they began to look 
to God as the Lord of Waters, was 
crossing the Red Sea and the removal of 
water from the rock. - Over time, the water 
was for Jews a manifestation of the presence 
of God - said Fr. prof. Henry Witczyk. 
Relying on the elementary nature of the 
water in the work of creation, the 
speaker noted the special nature of water 
in relation to the mystery of God. - All 
descriptions showing God creating water tell 
us about the mysterious dimension of water. 
Water is marked by the mystery of God - 
said Fr. prof. Witczyk. The consequence of 
such thinking - pointed out - is the duty 
of the intelligent discovery of water as a 
gift of God and respect for this gift. At 
the end, Father. prof. Henry appeared 
Witczyk biblical symbolism of water. - In 
the Holy Bible water is a symbol of God, and 
also a symbol of the Holy Spirit,  water of 
Life, which he wants to give to the Samaritan 
woman, the first of his Gospel, and above all 
the Holy Spirit – he finished. 
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