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RESOLUTION 

IX International Congress 

"Catholics and the Environment - Water as a common good" 

Toruń, 17-18 November 2016 

 

 

 

We, the participants of the IX International Congress "Catholics and the Environment - Water as a 

common good", being aware of the risks arising from climate change, and various social, economic 

and political processes, we believe that access to the clean and safe water is a fundamental and 

universal human right. 

Every nation has an obligation to care for their own water resources, which are a common good. At 

the same time, in the name of human solidarity each nation should assist other nations in access to 

water. 

Poland’s water resources are poor. Already there is a shortage of water for agriculture, industry, and 

even the public. Therefore, now we especially seek the durability and quality of water resources for 

future generations. 

On the other hand, climate change aggravate extreme events, such as floods and drought, which 

should be prevented. At the same time, we must manage water resources in such way, that ensure 

rapid economic development in line with the principle of sustainable development. 

Water resources, as a naturally limited good, must become a subject of special protection of the 
state. 
 
After the years of collapse and progressive degradation of water management, Polish government, 
together with specialists and social environments has prepared a water law, which ensures that 
water resources will be permanently safe. 

 
The proposed arrangement - unified structural catchment system of the country’s water 

management, supervised by the Minister of Environment, will provide all users with equal access to 

water, especially for humans. Unified management of water resources throughout river basins, 

without division into individual areas of the economy, and interest groups, is a condition for rapid 

economic development. 

We have to protect water resources against the division of competence. Only a uniform, consistent 

water management under a single ministry - Ministry of Environment - protect Poland against 

attempts dissipation, and even the privatization of water resources. 

The water management system must have ancillary role to the society and the economy, and ensure 

the safety of the population. Water management must have a social character and create a system 

comparable to the State Forests, supervising the availability of water and the inviolability of water 

resources for present and future generations. 



2 
 

Poland and all of the Europe should also remember places in the world, where  

good and clean water is missing, in particular Africa, where the problem of lack of the water will 

be felt more and more severely - in the future this may lead to conflicts, which 

consequences will be felt in Poland as well. Clean water is also a chance for ecosystems 

and the condition for the development of environment. The necessity of ensuring the common good 

and human dignity should influence the determination of the appropriate hierarchy of objectives 

in water management. Ensuring the availability of water is the basics for the actions of 

people responsible for the decisions and policies of the state. 

Water is the key to the sustainable development of the world. The rational use of water resources, 

leading to economic development respects the rights of nature and man. We express the need to 

ensure ecological safety, including the provision of good quality air and water for all people. 


